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Northern for every share of Northern Securities stock that they surrendered. The circular also gave notice of a special meeting of Northern Securities stockholders, to be held on the 21st of April, 1904, for the purpose of voting on the proposition.1
On the 2d of April, 1904, only eleven days after the Hill plan of dissolution was announced, counsel for the Oregon Short Line (a subsidiary of the Union Pacific) applied to the courts for permission to intervene, on the ground that it (the Short Line Company) was still the owner of the Northern Pacific shares that had been turned in, and that the proposed distribution of the holding company's assets would be unjust and inequitable. Permission to intervene was denied, whereupon Harriman brought suit in the United States Circuit Court for an injunction to prevent the Northern Securities Com-
1 Mr. Hill afterward stated, in a letter to a friend, that this plan, when first proposed, had Mr. Harriman's approval (Life of James J. Hill, by J. G. Pyle, vol. n, pp. 178-79); but such does not seem to have been the case. The first plan was presented at a conference held in Mr. Hill's office soon after the United States Supreme Court rendered its decision. The gentlemen who attended that conference were Mr. Hill, Messrs. Grover, Stetson, and Johnson, his legal counsel, and R. S. Lovett, general counsel for the Harriman lines. The plan, as presented, was discussed and developed, mainly by Stetson and Johnson, and the conferees separated with the understanding that they should meet again on the following morning. When Mr. Lovett reported to Mr. Harriman what the plan was, the latter dissented at once. Mr. Lovett thereupon telephoned Mr, Grover, counsel for Mr. Hill, that Mr. Harriman was "not prepared to commit himself to the plan suggested," and that he (Lovett) would not return to the conference.